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Why We Gather
   September brings a noticeable change in our congregation’s
rhythm. Children’s Sunday School returns. N.O.W. meals and
choir rehearsals begin again. Youth gather around the fire pit,
groups resume their familiar patterns, and the church calendar
suddenly looks much fuller.
   But a full calendar is not the point. We gather because
Christian faith was never meant to be lived alone.
   Worship is at the center of our life together. Each Sunday, we
gather to praise God, hear Scripture, pray, sing, and come to
Christ’s table. Worship draws us out of our separate lives and
forms us into the body of Christ.
   But worship has never been the only way the church gathers.
Acts tells us that the earliest Christians devoted themselves to
teaching, community, shared meals, and prayer. They gathered
for worship and in one another’s homes, eating together, caring
for people in need, and sharing the joys and burdens of life.
   The Gospels also show Jesus gathering around tables again
and again. Jesus ate with friends and disciples, with strangers
and outsiders, and even with people who questioned or
opposed him. Around those tables, questions were asked,
boundaries were challenged, forgiveness was offered, and
people discovered that grace could reach them too.
   That continues to be true for us. A Sunday School class,
N.O.W. dinner, choir rehearsal, Coffee with the Pastor,
committee meeting, or conversation over refreshments can
become a place where we are known, listen to one another, and
make God’s love tangible.
   Even our nametags are part of that welcome. Names matter.
Wearing a nametag says that we want to know one another and
make it easier for others to know us. Because we use temporary
nametags, longtime members and first-time visitors are on
equal footing. No one must announce, “I’m new here,” and no
one has to pretend to remember every name. If you have
gotten out of the habit, consider this a gentle invitation to begin
again.
   No one is expected to participate in everything. The goal is not
to fill every opening in our calendars, but to find places where
we can receive what we need, offer what we have, and become
more deeply connected to God and one another.
   As our fall rhythms begin again, may Christ meet us wherever
we gather and continue forming us into a community of grace,
courage, and love.

Grace and peace,
Pastor Eric
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Compassion, Peace & Justice
(Awareness, Service) 

Chris Mathews 
cwmathews8@gmail.com

Congregational Life 
(Hospitality, NOW Team) 

Fred Strauss 
showski1@aol.com

815-728-1430 

Education & Spiritual
Growth 

(Adult, Youth, Child, 
Intergenerational) 

Ray Thuma
rpthuma@sbcglobal.net

Ministry Support 
(Finance, Staff 
Management) 

Bob Clark 
robtmclark@aol.com

(Buildings & Grounds, 
Staff Management)

Chris Dahm 
cdahm@dahmco.com

815-378-0273 

Worship, Music and Arts 
(Worship Arts, Worship 

Leadership, Audio-Visual) 
Tiffany Sobczak 
815-790-9360 

tsobczak82@gmail.com

Clerk of Session
Chris Mathews 

clerk@fpcwoodstock.org

July Year-to-Date Actual vs. Budget
Year-to-date net revenue, while negative by $19,000, is favorable to
budget by $40,000. We appreciate the generosity of our congregation as
July year-to-date contributions are favorable to budget by $14,000.
Expenses are favorable to budget by $28,000 – mostly due to Building &
Grounds favorable by $16,000 with the additional favorability across the
other categories.

   I am pleased to report positive year-to-date returns for our investment
accounts. The 2026 year-to-date total return for our investment
accounts was $80,000 – made up of ~$68,000 for the McCullough
Endowment account and ~$12,000 for the Benjamin F. Edwards account.
   The McCullough Endowment account is a Balanced Growth (60 percent
equities/40 percent fixed income) investment. We take an annual four
percent distribution, paid quarterly, to be used as directed by Session.
   The Benjamin F. Edwards account has been invested in short-term
brokerage CDs and a money-market mutual fund with the objective of
maintaining principal while generating a modest return that exceeds 
the rates available on bank deposits at Advia and keeps funds 
available for distributions as necessary and directed by Session. 
There have been no distributions from this account so far in 2026.
—Bob Clark, Finance Team Lead
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Session Notes 
The Session is looking into staffing the Nursery during Sunday
services. If you are interested in volunteering for nursery duty on a
rotating basis, or in using this service for a child or grandchild,
please let an Elder or Pastor Eric know. 
Plans are being made to construct a pavilion on the south side of
the main church building. Money toward this project was donated
by Marty and Lynne Sobczak. 
On 9/9, choir rehearsals begin. There is an informational meeting
planned for 9/13 for those interested in joining the Bell Choir.
Anyone interested in either of these musical opportunities should
contact the Director of Music, Gary Wilhelm. 

LEADING TOGETHER 

Finance Team Update

mailto:cwmathews8@gmail.com
mailto:showski1@aol.com
mailto:rpthuma@sbcglobal.net
mailto:robtmclark@aol.com
mailto:cdahm@dahmco.com
mailto:tsobczak82@gmail.com
mailto:clerk@fpcwoodstock.org?subject=Clerk%20of%20Session







