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Love Takes Shape in Our Life Together
   A warm hat. A shared meal. A listening ear. A stretch of
highway cleared of litter. These may seem like small things,
but they are among the ways God’s love takes shape in our
life together.
   We begin October with World Communion Sunday,
remembering that Christ gathers people around a table far
wider than our own congregation. Across languages, cultures,
and borders, we belong to a body whose life is rooted in
grace. At Christ’s table, we receive the love that sustains us
and sends us to care for our neighbors.
   You will find many expressions of that care in this
newsletter. Our knitters make warm clothing for students.
Our congregation collects winter gear and supports the food
pantry. Volunteers prepare meals, welcome children, share
music, and tend the places we share with our community. A
grief support group will offer space for people to carry
sorrow together through the holidays. Each ministry gives us
an opportunity to practice the love we proclaim.
   Sometimes we are the ones offering care. Sometimes we
are the ones who need it. Many of us find the first role easier
than the second. Yet we do not have to earn our place in this
community by being useful, cheerful, or strong. We also
belong when we are grieving, tired, uncertain, or simply
unable to do what we once could. Receiving care is part of
our shared life in Christ, too.
   As you read these pages, consider where you might take
one small step. Perhaps you could donate a coat, help with a
meal, check on someone, or join a ministry that interests you.
Perhaps your faithful step is to tell someone what you need
and allow them to walk beside you.
   Our mission statement is “Celebrating and Sharing God’s
Love.” This month, may that love take shape through our
hands, our words, our willingness to listen, and our openness
to receiving care. We have much to offer one another, and
much to receive.
   I look forward to seeing you in worship, study, fellowship,
and around the table – the Lord’s Table as well as others!

Grace and peace,

Pastor Eric
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IN OUR PRAYERS 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
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Tim Arnold, William Heim, 
 Travis Walters, Lynne 

 Sobczak, Lance Sobczak, 
 Sue Sauer, Sue Arnold,   

Gary & Laura Spice,   
Beth Elbersen, John Krauss,

Fred Strauss, Keith Cerk 

J en Oliver, 10/3 
Kristi Corbin, 10/6 
Danielle  Rewiako, 10/15 
Noah F rick, 10/18 
Dan Chwalisz, 10/21 
L enali Petrik, 10/22 
Rya n Traimany, 10/22 
T ommy Roewer, 10 / 22 
J ane J ensen, 10/24 
Sherry Thuma, 10/ 29 
T ammy R obinett , 10/31 

CARING TOGETHER 

Tom Schaeffer & 

       Chris Mathews, 10/12

Mary Grace & Alex

Ferguson, 10/14

October is here already, with cooler weather
to quickly follow! The knitters/crocheters are
ready with our first donation to District 200
schools. The headbands, hats, and scarves are
made in various sizes, colors, and yarns. 

They are distributed to the schools, and given to any student
who is in need of something warm to wear.

If you knit or crochet, and you would enjoy joining us, we
welcome anyone! We meet in the Fireside Room on the first
and third Wednesdays, at 10:00 a.m. Check us out! 

Call Kay Darby at 815-572-1729 for more information.

TLC meets the second Tuesday of every month at
10 a.m. in the Fireside Room at church.  We gather
for devotion, prayer, fellowship and thoughtful
conversation.  We conclude with lunch together.

-

At our October 13 meeting we will discuss crafts to make and
sell at the church’s December craft sale. After our October
meeting, we’ll head to Royal Oaks Orchard for lunch and
shopping. We invite you to join us for our gatherings as we
grow in faith, friendship, and care for one another.

We are a group of people who serve and care for our
congregation. We extend a helping hand where needed, pray
for those who are going through a difficult time, offer
encouragement to our church spiritually, help with hospitality
for special services and lend a listening ear whether for joy or
concern.

Are you wondering who the Deacons in our church are or who
your Deacon is? Outside of the Great Hall are our pictures
along with a list of members who are assigned to each
of the Deacons. Go and check it out! Reach out to 
these people if you need help, have a concern or a joy to
share. If you are unable to get to the building, feel free to
contact the office for info.   We are here to serve! 

What is a Deacon? 

OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Eric
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and

Thursdays, 10:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Carol Hubner
Monday - Thursday, 
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.







Compassion, Peace & Justice
(Awareness, Service) 

Chris Mathews 
cwmathews8@gmail.com

Congregational Life 
(Hospitality, NOW Team) 

Fred Strauss 
showski1@aol.com

815-728-1430 

Education & Spiritual
Growth 

(Adult, Youth, Child, 
Intergenerational) 

Ray Thuma
rpthuma@sbcglobal.net

Ministry Support 
(Finance, Staff 
Management) 

Bob Clark 
robtmclark@aol.com

(Buildings & Grounds, 
Staff Management)

Chris Dahm 
cdahm@dahmco.com

815-378-0273 

Worship, Music and Arts 
(Worship Arts, Worship 

Leadership, Audio-Visual) 
Tiffany Sobczak 
815-790-9360 

tsobczak82@gmail.com

Clerk of Session
Chris Mathews 

clerk@fpcwoodstock.org
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Session Notes 
Worksheets are being sent to the various church committees and
teams in preparation for the 2027 budget. The Finance Team has a
goal of completing the budget process, including Session approval,
by Thanksgiving. Please speak to a member of Session or the
Finance Team with any questions, suggestions or concerns. 
The last highway cleanup day was cancelled due to weather. It has
been rescheduled for October 17 at 9 a.m. Thanks to all who
helped with church clean up day. It was quite a success!   
There are still a few chairs that require cleaning. Matt Thuma and
Chris Dahm will arrange a time for this and would love volunteers
to help. 
There will be a staffed and supervised nursery during the church
service on children’s Sunday School weeks. 

LEADING TOGETHER 

Per Capita Offering

Just a reminder! Per capita apportionment is like a utility bill: just as we
pay for essential services to stay connected, we contribute per capita
so the wider Presbyterian connection can serve us all. It links our
congregations, reflects our unity in Christ, and shares costs fairly
across the whole church.

In 2026, the per capita for Illinois Prairie Presbytery (formerly
Blackhawk Presbytery) congregations is $45 per member. We
appreciate your support in helping cover this annual amount paid to
our presbytery on behalf of each FPCW member.

You may give online at fpcwoodstock.org/giving by selecting 
“Per Capita,” or write “Per Capita” on the memo line of your check.
Thank you!

Regular office hours for Office Administrator Carol Hubner are
Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. You may also see
her in the office earlier or later depending on the needs of the day.

Pastor Eric is in the office often, though you are most likely to catch
him during his regular office hours: Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and
Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.–2:00 p.m. These hours may vary due to
pastoral visits and meetings.

To schedule a time with Pastor Eric, visit fpcwoodstock.org/meetwitheric,
email eric@fpcwoodstock.org, or call the church office at 815-338-2627.

Please note: Pastor Eric will be out of the office October 5 - October 12.

Office Schedule

mailto:cwmathews8@gmail.com
mailto:showski1@aol.com
mailto:rpthuma@sbcglobal.net
mailto:robtmclark@aol.com
mailto:cdahm@dahmco.com
mailto:tsobczak82@gmail.com
mailto:clerk@fpcwoodstock.org?subject=Clerk%20of%20Session
https://ilprairiepres.org/
https://fpcwoodstock.org/giving
https://fpcwoodstock.org/meetwitheric
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Date Text Liturgist A/V Greeters and
Ushers Acolyte Streaming

Operator
Hosting

Fellowship

10/04
Philippians 3:4b-14 &
Matthew 21:33-46

Sue
Krause

Matt Thuma
Rick & Pat
Morozink

open
Tom

Schaeffer
Barbara
Parrish

10/11
Philippians 4:1-9 &
Matthew 22:1-14

Chris
Nejdl

Erin & Colin
Kaye

Sue Krause
and Mary Hill

Lucas
Moorhouse

Fred
Strauss

Brunch

10/18 Matthew 22:15-22
Jim

Wormley
Brayden
Sobczak

Cheryl Wormley
and Pam
Mathison

Gianna
Ferrera

Ray Thuma
Faith

Corbin

10/25 Matthew 22:34-46
Tom

Schaeffer

Kristi &
Christopher

Corbin

Fred Strauss &
Carol Brefeld

Levi
Traimany

John
Moorhouse

Brunch

Our Director of Music, Gary Wilhelm, invites everyone interested in music to explore
opportunities at FPCW! The Choir rehearses Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. and is
looking for a few more voices in all parts, especially soprano and alto. All are welcome! 
The Bell Choir rehearses at 11:00 a.m. every Sunday except the third Sunday of the
month. New members are welcome!
Gary is also offering voice lessons and basic musicianship classes covering music reading,
key signatures, time signatures, and other fundamentals. Classes may be held at the church
on Mondays between 11:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. There is no charge for these classes. (No
piano or other instrumental instruction is included.)
Additionally, Gary is looking for a volunteer to help enter choral and bell music into a
spreadsheet for easier access and organization.
Whether you enjoy singing, ringing bells, learning music, or helping behind the scenes,
there’s a place for you! For more information or to get involved, contact Gary Wilhelm at
(815) 483-5902 or gary@fpcwoodstock.org.
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October Worship Schedule 
We are grateful for all who serve in worship leadership each week. Below is the October schedule: 

TOGETHER IN WORSHIP   

Music Ministry: Share Your Musical Gifts!

We are now producing a simple half-sheet order of worship available each
Sunday for those who would find it helpful. Because our worship service is
guided primarily through the screens, these printed sheets are not full
bulletins, but they do provide the basic flow of the service for visitors,
newcomers, or anyone who appreciates having the order in hand. They
are available on the hymnal cart near the entrance to the Great Hall.

Half-Sheet Orders of Worship

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?interface=print&version=CEB&search=Romans%207:15-25a;%20Matthew%2011:16-19,%2025-30
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?interface=print&version=CEB&search=Romans%207:15-25a;%20Matthew%2011:16-19,%2025-30
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?interface=print&version=CEB&search=Romans%208:1-11;%20Matthew%2013:1-9,%2018-23
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?interface=print&version=CEB&search=Romans%208:1-11;%20Matthew%2013:1-9,%2018-23
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?interface=print&version=CEB&search=Romans%208:12-25;%20Matthew%2013:24-30,%2036-43
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?interface=print&version=CEB&search=Romans%208:26-39;%20Matthew%2013:31-33,%2044-52
mailto:gary@fpcwoodstock.org





