First Presbyterian Church of Woodstock

November 2025 Newsletter

A Grateful, Hope-Filled Community

November invites us to pause and give thanks—to notice the
quiet ways God’s grace is already at work among us. Gratitude
isn’t only a feeling that comes with the season; it’s a way of
seeing the world. Each morning, each gathering, every meal
is an opportunity to recognize that all we have and all we are
belong to God.

When | look around our Great Hall on Sunday mornings, | see
gratitude taking shape in real and tangible ways. | see it in the
smiles that greet one another at the door, in the voices that
rise together in song, in the hosts who make coffee hour and
brunches possible, and in the fellowship shared around every
table. | see it in the quiet work of those delivering Meals on
Wheels, sorting diapers for distribution, knitting for
neighbors, or meeting for study and prayer. | see gratitude at
the heart of every committee meeting, each seeking how best
to serve God with faith and joy.

This season also calls us to look forward with hope. On
November 23, we’ll celebrate Stewardship Sunday—a time to
dedicate our pledges and prayers for the ministry ahead—and
then gather following worship for our Advent Decorating &
Pizza Lunch as we prepare our space, and our hearts, for the
coming of Christ. That same afternoon, you are invited to join
with neighbors from other faith communities at the Interfaith
Thanksgiving Service at 4 PM at First Congregational Church
of Crystal Lake, giving thanks together for the blessings that
bind us beyond our faith traditions.

Even as the trees grow bare and the days grow shorter, God’s
faithfulness does not fade. Beneath the surface, new life is
already forming. Gratitude helps us see it; community helps us
nurture it; hope helps us trust it. Thank you for being a
congregation that lives all three so beautifully. As we move
toward Advent, may gratitude anchor us, community sustain
us, and hope guide us—today and in every season to come.

Grace and peace,
Pastor Eric

P.S. Drop by sometime and greet our new Office
Administrator, Carol Hubner — profiled later in this
newsletter!
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TOGETHER TO LAUGH AND LEARN

Men’s Bible Study
John Moorhouse
815-236-7408

Lectionary Bible Study
Velma Downes
815-245-4043

Adult Spiritual Growth
Groups

Ray Thuma

Hospitality Team
Fred Strauss

Music Ministry
Christy Johanson
815-382-5234

No-Name Knitters

Kay Darby
815-572-1729

T.L.C.

(Tender Loving Care)
Mary Hill
815-338-6051

Meals-On-Wheels
Carol Hubner
815-338-2627

WACM Local Mission
Team

Pat Morozink
815-338-7769

Food Pantry
Joyce Maynard

815-338-7265

Diaper Distribution
Nancy Bingham
815-823-5107

Fishing Mission
Bob Clark
847-274-8247

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY

Saturday, at 7:00 a.m.

All are welcome to join with us
during this time of learning and
fellowship, trusting that God is in
charge and, by God’s grace, we
experience God’s love through
right relationship with Jesus
Christ.

LECTIONARY STUDY
Wednesday, at 8:30 a.m.

The group gathers via Google
Meet. We select a single reading
from the Revised Common
Lectionary and take turns leading
the discussion.

Join us for lively discussion,
thoughtful readings and good

fellowship.

Contact Velma Downes to be
added to the mailing list or for
more information.

Contact John Moorhouse,
815-236-7408.

NOVEMBER RED WAGON DONATIONS

Shampoo, Bath Soap, Deodorant, Toothpaste,
Toilet Paper, Laundry Soap

To contribute financially online, click here and type “Food Pantry” in
the notes.

Woodstock Food Pantry

Please keep in mind those who face food insecurity and continue
to support the Woodstock Food Pantry with donations for the Red
Wagon. Our client numbers continue to grow and any and all
donations are greatly appreciated.

Please learn more about WFP and its mission by visiting our
website at www.woodstockfoodpantry.org and access our
informational video at https://youtu.be/ReNWpj6GCzA.
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TOGETHER TO LAUGH AND LEARN

NOW DINNER AND BRUNCH NEWS

Our fall 2025 season will be winding down soon. We hope you’ll come and join us for Wednesday dinners
and for Sunday brunches before the holiday season and the snowflakes start to fly.

Thanks to the Men’s Bible Study for the excellent fried chicken dinner on October |5. Thanks also to all who
participated in our 4™ Annual Chili Cookoff on October 22. Ironically, the N.O.W. Team’s resident trophy
builder, Mark Bundick, was this year’s winner.

Here’s a summary of the dates and menus for the remainder of the Fall 2025 season.

Date Host Event Menu
Wednesday, November 5, 2025 FPCW Youth Dinner | Pulled pork and BBQ chicken
Sunday, November 9, 2025 N.O.W. Team Brunch | Biscuits and Gravy

Wednesday, November 12, 2025 Scouts Troop 159 Dinner |Tacos

Wednesday, November 19, 2025 N.O.W. Team Dinner | Thanksgiving Spectacular
Sunday, November 23, 2025 N.O.W. Team Brunch |Eggs, Sausage, Fruit, Donuts
Sunday, December 7, 2025 N.O.W. Team Brunch |Eggs, Sausage, Fruit

At $4 and with a convenient 5:15 pm start time, why bother cooking your November Wednesday night
dinner? Come join the N.O.W. Team and your fellow FPCers for food and fellowship! And don’t miss
Sunday brunch; you're already around for worship and what’s better after worship than brunch!

If you have ideas or suggestions for future dinner or brunch dishes or themes for our events, please let any
N.O.W. team member know.

The N.O.W. Team

Cheryl Wormley (indepublisher@comcast.net) Lee Nejdl (nejdlwoodstock@hotmail.com)
Matt Thuma (mrthuma@yahoo.com) Linda Hansen (lkhansen53@gmail.com)
John Moorhouse (johnmoorhouse54@gmail.com) Katie Spaldon (kspaldon@gmail.com)

Jane Jensen (jensenjane74@gmail.com) Mark Bundick (mbundick@comcast.net)
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CARING TOGETHER

NG LTI GG ETTE Welcome, Carol Hubner!

Robby Roewer 11701 We are delighted to welcome Carol to First Presbyterian Church
Rick Rewiako 11/02 of Woodstock as our new Office
Ray Thuma 11703 | Administrator. Carol brings more than 15

years of experience in office and finance

Ben ngters 11703 1 3 dministration, with a strong

Lee Nejdl 11/04 | packground in bookkeeping,

Jalina Petrik 11/06 | QuickBooks, and organizational support
John Rigby 11/06 | for nonprofits and faith-based

Mike Downes 11708 | ministries. She has served in both

Emily Keefe 11709 professional and volunteer capacities,
Christopher Corbin  11/11 managing communications, payroll,

vendor relations, and financial

Lora Totton Schwarz  11/12 reporting—all skills that will serve our

Chris Nejdl 47 1 congregation well.
Jenny O'Hara 117 At First P Carol will he dail
Mary Grace Ferguson 11/20 t First Pres, Carol will oversee the daily

operations of the church office, maintain our website and social

Steve Bingham 11722 1 media, prepare communications such as the Midweek News and
Brenda Bradley /23 | newsletter, support the Pastor and committees, and assist the
Annie Nelson 11723 Treasurer and Finance Team with bookkeeping and payroll

Kyler Petrik 11/23 functions. She will also be the welcoming voice and face of the

church office, helping members and visitors alike find the
information or assistance they need.

November Please keep Carol in your prayers as she settles into her new
Anniversaries role and learns the many facets of church life at First Pres. The
- first few weeks will be a time of learning and transition—so we
Barbara & Tim Arnold 11/01 also ask for your patience and encouragement as she becomes
Dawn § Caru Cook 11705 familiar with our systems, schedules, and community rhythms.

Y We are confident that her professionalism, kindness, an
steady spirit will be a blessing to us all.

You can reach Carol at carol@fpcwoodstock.org or
Sue Sauer, Pat Clickner, Katie 815-338-2627.

Spaldon, Mary Hill, Jean Chase,
Caryl &§ Dan Lemanski, Jane
Jensen, Pat Christian, Brenda
Bradley, Val Ayers, Zurich
family, William Heim, Pam
Mathison, Michael, Paul
Thuma, Melinda Gallant,
Savanah Karm, Sue Kenady,
Tim Arnold, Gayle Abrams,
Aaron, Mary Kittle, Cassidy
Tullos, Travis Walters, Braelyn
Kittle, the family and friends of
Beverly (Green) Lahr.

In Our Prayers

To add to or remove a name
from the prayer list, please
contact the church office.
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CARING TOGETHER

WACM COAT DRIVE DEACONS
October 19-November 12 November is a month to reflect on everything

, ) ) ) we’re thankful for. We, as a church, have
We're collecting clean, gently used winter items— much to be thankful for such as the building
coats, hats, gloves or mittens, scarves, boots, snow we worship in, our different groups and
pants, long underwear, blankets, and more—for classes we have, the children who always
men, women, and children as part of WACM'’s bring smiles and, of course, each other. Let’s
Share the Warmth coat drive. Donations may be be encouraged to pray and reach out to our

friends on our prayer list. A simple card,
phone call, text or email to let them know
they’re being thought of can brighten their

placed in the large box in the church entryway
through November 12.

Community members in need are invited to choose day.

winter gear at First United Methodist Church )

on Friday, November 14 (2-7 pm) and If ?ou have a prayer request or a joy to

Saturday, November |5 (9 am-noon). Please celebrate please reach out to the

2y _ . : Deacons. We would love to Eray for your

share this information with anyone who could concerns and/or celebrate the joys with you!

benefit. Thank you for supporting this important

WACM community project! Carol Brefeld 815-653-3005
Ana Corbin 815-575-9472
Mary Carol Dunker  815-245-4829
Kristen Matter 847-609-8340
Barb Parrish 815-353-2749
Tom Schaeffer 717-994-3819
Cheryl Wormley 815-519-7402

WINTER HATS, GLOVES, AND SOCKS DRIVE

Grief Support Group

Grieving the loss of a loved one is a process that is
different for everyone, but difficult for all. Having a
place to share with others on this journey can be
both helpful and healing.

The holiday season can be especially challenging
for those who are grieving. With that in mind, FPCW
is holding an eight week grief support group this
holiday season.

The group will be led by Roxie Kaminski, who has
spent the past six years navigating life after the
death of her son, Mike. Mike was 43 when he passed away following a diagnosis of pancreatic
cancer. Roxie has previously facilitated a Grief Group and welcomes you to join as together we
explore ways to carry our grief forward, one day at a time.

This will be a closed group, meaning the same patrticipants will meet each week to foster trust,
consistency, and supportive relationships. All who are struggling with the loss of a child, parent,
spouse, friend, or relative are welcome.

The group will meet at the church Tuesdays at 7pm, from November 18-January 6. If you have
any questions or concerns, please contact Chris Mathews or Pastor Eric.

| :
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CARING TOGETHER
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Craft Fair and Bake Sale

Our usual Craft Fair fundraiser in
December is going to feature an additional
Bake Sale this year. Proceeds will support
our Youth group. We are hoping for a lot of
contributed baked goodies from the
congregation. Please plan ahead to create
those wonderful crafts to be sold. If you
have no particular craft skills to donate,
perhaps a baked item(s) could be your
contribution. Don't be shy about bringing a
craft as well as a baked item to this year's
sale. The sale will take place on Sunday,
December 14th, immediately following the
Christmas cantata. Mark your calendars!

Hospitality Team Update

The Hospitality Team met on October 16 to plan for the
upcoming holiday season. The group reviewed usher
and greeter schedules, focusing especially on the
Christmas Cantata and Christmas Eve services, which
will include additional greeters.

The team also discussed new ways to use our digital
sign to highlight church activities such as Sunda
School, book discussion, Scouts, diaper distribution,
and the Christmas Cantata—sharing with our
community that First Pres is an active and welcoming
congregation.

Looking ahead, the Advent Decorating & Pizza Lunch
will take place on Sunday, November 23, following
worship. Everyone is invited to help deck the halls and
share pizza and fellowship together afterward. Come
lend a hand, enjoy some slices, and help prepare our
space—and our hearts—for the season of Advent.

GIVING TREE

Our annual congregational Giving Tree activity is coming soon. We hope to have the tree with gift
suggestion tags set up in the entryway by Thanksgiving or soon thereafter.

Wrapped gifts with original tags attached should be placed near the tree by Sunday, December 21 at

the latest.

Don't forget to sign the chart with your name and the number(s) of the tags.

Thank you for participating in this project, it means a lot to the recipients!

What are YOU
Thankful For?




LEADING TOGETHER

September 2025 Financial Overview — Actual vs Budget

Revenue was favorable to the Budget in September by ~ $4,000, and
favorable YTD by ~ $51,000. Contributions were unfavorable to the Budget
in September by ~ <$1,000, and favorable to the Budget YTD by ~$21,000.
Thank You for your continued generosity.

Expenses were favorable to the Budget in September by ~ $15,000, and
unfavorable to the Budget YTD by ~ $14,000. Contributing to the
unfavorable expenses YTD was due to the unbudgeted HVAC replacement
earlier in 2025 of ~ $17,000.

Net Revenue was favorable to the Budget in September by ~ $7,000 and
favorable to the Budget YTD by ~ $38,000.

May God bless the congregation for your support toward the financial well-
being of our church.

Bob Clark — on behalf of the Finance Team

Compassion,
Peace & Justice
(Awareness, Service)
Chris Mathews

cwmathews8@gmail.com

Session Highlights — October 19,2025

Session met following worship, opened with prayer and devotion.

Staff Update: Jeri Loiselle has resigned as Office Administrator. Interviews
are ongoing for filling this position.

Education & Spiritual Growth: The confirmation class has seven youth,
each paired with a mentor. A new book group meets Wednesdays at 6:00
p.m. to discuss Messy Spirituality. The Adult Sunday School continues at
8:30 a.m.

Compassion, Peace & Justice: Plans are forming for a grief group and
possible household work help ministry. Donations will be gathered for the
December Craft Show and Bake Sale.

Hospitality: The team has applied to display a church Christmas tree at
the Opera House and is discussing valet parking for winter services.

Building & Grounds: ComEd is addressing the inaccurate electric meter,
and the HVAC system is being evaluated.

Next Session meeting: Sunday, November 16 at 11:00 a.m.

Congregational Life
(Hospitality, NOW Team)
Fred Strauss
showskil@aol.com
815-728-1430

Education & Spiritual
Growth

(Adult, Youth, Child,
Intergenerational)

Ray Thuma
rpthuma@sbcglobal.net

Addison Sobczak

Ministry Support
(Finance, Staff Support)
Bob Clark
robtmclark@aol.com

(Building & Grounds,
Staff Support)
Chris Dahm
cdahm@dahmco.com
815-378-0273

Worship, Music and Arts

(Worship Arts, Worship
Leadership, Audio-Visual)

Tiffany Sobczak
815-790-9360
tsobczak82@gmail.com

Clerk of Session
Chris Mathews
clerk@fpcwoodstock.org



mailto:cwmathews8@gmail.com
mailto:showski1@aol.com
mailto:rpthuma@sbcglobal.net
mailto:rpthuma@sbcglobal.net
mailto:robtmclark@aol.com
mailto:cdahm@dahmco.com
mailto:tsobczak82@gmail.com
mailto:clerk@fpcwoodstock.org?subject=Clerk%20of%20Session

TOGETHER IN WORSHIP

NOVEMBER Worship Schedule

We are grateful for all who serve in worship leadership each week. Below is the November schedule:

Date Text Liturgist AV Greeters and Acolyte Fellowship
Ushers Host
1172 |Luke 19:1-10 |Reneé Simes John Moorhouse Tiffany & Brayden Gianna Ferrera |Ellen & Chris
Sobczak Dahm
[1/9 |Luke 20:27- | Tom Schaeffer |Kristi & Christopher |Mary Carol & Ryan Traimany |(Brunch)
38 Corbin Al Dunker
[1/16 |Luke 21:5-19 | Dawn Cook Dave Johanson Pam & Brooke Noa (open—
Mathison Moorhouse volunteer
welcome!)
[1/23 |Luke 23:33- |John Brayden S., Elin K. Mary Hill & Sue Dylan Lawler (Brunch)
43 Moorhouse Krause
11/30 Tiffany Sobczak |Dave Johanson Tom Schaeffer & Braden Ferrera |Faith Corbin
Chris Mathews

Education highlights for November 2025 newsletter

Last week, we had another successful “Candy Corny Jokes” night, featuring Pastor Eric’s “best” Halloween-themed
humor. If you missed it, here’s a taste: Who helps the little pumpkins cross the road to school? A crossing gourd!
One more: Why didn’t the scarecrow eat dinner? He was already stuffed.

Our Wednesday book study on Messy Spirituality by Mike Yaconelli continues on Wednesdays at 6 PM through
November 19. This thought-provoking journey invites us to embrace an authentic, grace-filled faith—even amid
life’s unpredictability. It’s not too late to join us! A few copies are available in the church library, and eBook and
audiobook versions are also accessible.

We extend heartfelt congratulations to our newest Eagle Scout, Logan Smyk, and we thank our Scouting America
and Girl Scout troops for their ongoing commitment to learning and leadership.

As we move deeper into the fall season and look ahead to Advent and Christmas, may we continue supporting
one another and growing together in faith, wisdom, and community.

No Name k"‘qT”}’

NO NAME KNITTERS

November evokes a feeling of gratitude, as our small group of knitters and
crocheters celebrate 15 years together. Some members have gone, and some
new faces have joined us, but they all give with their heart, as they work with their hands. When
we hear from someone who has been touched by our handmade gifts, it is truly a blessing!

We meet the first Wednesday of every month at 10:00 a.m., and the third Wednesday at 6:00 p.m.
Call Kay Darby at 815-572-1729 for information. Come visit us!

8 |




NOVEMBER 2025

Sunday

2

8:30a Adult Sunday School [

2:30a Worship

Daylight Saving Time Ends

9

8:30a Adult Sunday School

2:30a Worship

2:45a Sunday School:
PreK-5th

10:30a NOW Brunch

11a Confirmation Class

16

8:30a Adult Sunday School
2:30a Worship
11aSession

Stewardship Sunday 23
8:30a Adult Sunday Schoo

9:30a Worship

9:45a Sunday School-Prek-5th

10:30a NOW Brunch

11:30a Advent decorating

11a Confirmation Class

4p Interfaith Thanksgiving
Program-Crystal Lake

30

8:30a Adult Sunday School
9:30a Worship

Thanksgiving Day

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
7a Men's Bible Study
3 4 5 6 7 8
M e a s o n W h e e | s d e T 7 veries ] | 7a Men's Bible Study
6p PEO 8:30a Lectionary Study 7p Scouting America
10a No-Name Knitters
4p Diaper Distribution
5:15p NOW Dinner-Youth
6p Book discussion
7p Choir Rehearsal
10 11 12 13 14 15
10a TLC Ladies 8:30a Lectionary Study | 2:30p Finance Team 7a Men's Bible Study
5p Girl Scout Troop 5:15p NOW Dinner 7p Scouting America
5:30p Ed.u.cation & 6p Book discussion
Spiritual Growth | 7p Choir Rehearsal
Veterans Day
17 18 ) 19 20 21 22
4p Deacons 8:30a Lect|ona.ry Swdy | ap Hospitality Team 7a Men's Bible Study
. 5:15p NOW Dinner 4p CPJ
7p Grief Group &b Book di - p
P BooK discussion 7p Scouting America
ép No-Name Knitters 7p Worship Arts Mtg
7p Choir Rehearsal
24 25 26 27 28 29
5p Girl Scout Troop 8:30a Lectionary Study
7p Grief Group




MINISTERS NOVEMBER 2025

All members and friends A\
of the congregation

o

STAFF
Rev. Eric Corbin
Pastor

Carol Hubner
Office Administrator

GIVING THANKS T0 GOD

Christy Johanson
Worship Arts
Coordinator

Harrison Cole
Accompanist FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF WOODSTOCK

CELEBRATING AND SHARING GOD’S LOVE
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